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Re-adjusting to Covid 19 

Although St Nicholas was forced to close during 2020, our pupils continued their studies through our 
successful outreach programme.  The school re-opened in January 2021 since when life has gradually 
returned to normal.  At the start of the summer term a new headmaster – Mr. Evans Septuagbe – was 
appointed to raise morale in the post-Covid era and to spearhead our commitment to providing 
quality learning to ensure a better future for our children.   

Following national guidelines, the next academic year will start in January 2022 when St Nicholas will 
once again admit a new class of children into the Kindergarten.  We will also see our first cohort of 
pupils complete the primary syllabus and sit the final exams which will enable them to transfer to 
senior secondary schools.   

 

 

www.facebook.com/StNicholasTema 

http://stnicholasprepcharity.temaghana.org/ 
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Building work 

Despite the disruptions of Covid 19, construction 
has continued on the penultimate phase of our 
ambitious building program.  Most of the 
structural work on the teaching block is now 
complete, although further work is needed to 
make the upper floor fully operational.  It is 
hoped that these new classroom areas will be 
ready for occupation by the start of the New 
Year.  

Sadly, at the time of going to press, heavy rains caused flooding and extensive damage to the school’s 
perimeter wall with consequences for the safety of our pupils and security of the school.   Addressing 
the flooding problems and re-instating the walls is therefore now an urgent funding priority. 

  

Visitors 

Over the years, St Nicholas has welcomed visitors from Ghana as well as overseas.  With our strong 
connections to Greece these have included crews from ships operated by the Tsakos Shipping 
Company and personnel from the Tsakos company office who have generously donated dried food and 
other essentials.  
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We have also formed 
strong ties with airline 
crews who visit the school 
during layover time in 
Accra.  Through their New 
Beginnings Programme, 
cabin crews have 
collected and transported 
large quantities of 
uniforms, sportswear, 
shoes, learning materials 
and adult clothing.  These 
regular donations have 
become a lifeline to the 
families of our pupils and 
to the local community. 

 

 

  

 

 

Another regular visitor and supporter of the school is Madame Rita 
Tani Iddi, the Ghanaian Deputy High Commissioner to the UK.  In 
June, Madam Iddi kindly donated a trampoline to the school during 
her stay in Ghana. 

 

Volunteers 

 

 

Many overseas charities have volunteering schemes which aim to 
attract much needed and transferrable skills to the host charity.  At 
St Nicholas we also welcome volunteers.   

One of our most dedicated volunteers is Maria Asmarianaki, a Greek 
national working in Ghana who has tirelessly championed St Nicholas 
and teaches our children Greek on Saturday mornings.    She has 
also used her connections with the Greek TV media to raise the 
profile of our school and has upgraded and enhanced our website. 
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In September we were very fortunate in having one of our regular supporters and visitors, airline pilot 
Barry Hedges, come to work alongside our teachers over a four week period.  During his stay, Barry 
took some amazing aerial photographs of the school using his own drone equipment.  We asked Barry 
to write a report on his experience and impressions to give our readers some insights into 
volunteering at St Nicholas and maybe to encourage them to consider becoming volunteers too.    

  
Read Captain Barry’s article 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RMyLxoLgw6FPItsbUWWt-tdkgK3wxQXe/view 

Family involvement  

 

As a UK registered charity we are very keen to 
involve young British people in all aspects of our 
work.  We are therefore extremely proud that 
Georgia Bisbas, the daughter of one of our 
trustees Andreas, was able to secure a place in 
the 2021 London Marathon and nominated St 
Nicholas as her chosen charity.  This was 
particularly appropriate as Georgia had worked 
as a volunteer at the school during 2019.   
Thanks to Georgia £4,700 was raised for the 
school.  

 

 

Another keen supporter of St Nicholas is Rosalind Eleazar a 
talented actress on the London stage and in film and television.  
She is also the daughter of one of the founders of St Nicholas, 
Deborah Eleazar.   Despite a busy schedule, Rosalind takes an 
active interest in the school and during 2021 gave a generous 
donation towards our running costs.  She is also keen to promote 
Ghanaian traditional jewelry as a source of income for the school. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RMyLxoLgw6FPItsbUWWt-tdkgK3wxQXe/view
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A much loved volunteer at St Nicholas is Kira Amin, the 
daughter of trustee Connie.  In 2018 Kira spent 5 weeks 
setting up and organizing the school library.  She also 
helped to train teachers to run the library after her 
departure. 

 
 

Links with UK Schools 

St Nicholas has always been keen to promote links with schools in the UK.  Most commonly this has 
taken the form of donations of school uniforms, sportswear and learning resources from a number of 
British schools.  We believe that there can be mutual benefits in partnering, particularly where the 
pupils and staff themselves become involved. 

 

One of our longstanding supporters, Daneshill School in Surrey, has taken an active interest in the 
school and following a talk by one of our trustees at a school assembly, pupils voted to make St 
Nicholas the chosen charity for their annual sponsored walk in June.  This raised more than £4,000 
and we look forward to furthering our connections between our two schools, with the possibility of a 
visit by a Daneshill member of staff during 2022. 

(picture of Daneshill Sponsored Walk) 

 

 

Supporting families and the community 

At St Nicholas we continue to work closely with the local community and, in particular the families of 
our children.  Our dedicated social worker Ruth Nterful is responsible for monitoring the children’s 
well-being and liaising with their caregivers.  A recent initiative has been our participation in the 
Unite to Lite scheme to provide power banks solar lights to the community.  
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How you can help 

The school is funded exclusively by donations and fundraising activities organised by our charity, St 
Nicholas Foundation. As part of the Maria Tsakos Foundation social responsibility, we receive an 
annual amount to cover some costs. However the arrival of Covid 19, our fundraising efforts were 
brought to an abrupt halt.   Fortunately we had modest reserves on which to fall back on but as we 
look to the future we must re-double our efforts to ensure the sustainability of our wonderful school.  
We are often asked by people how they can support the school and so we have prepared a wish-list 
showing the different ways this can be done: 

 Helping us fundraise for the final phase of our building programme 

 Sponsoring our new school bus with your organisation’s logo painted on the body of the bus or  

 Sponsoring one of our pupils either for a single year or for their full primary education 

 Donating school uniforms, sports equipment, learning resources and teaching aids  

 Donating food or drink 

 Donating second-hand computers/IT equipment  

 Volunteering to teach at the school  

 Mentoring our teaching staff 

A message from Olivia 

 

Finally, we invite you to hear from one of our pupils about how much her 
education at St Nicholas means to her. 

 

     https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ETAF3LsVJb2vyepN_qOMtdeTpwrizLkM/view?usp=sharing 

 

 

STERLING ACCOUNT 
ACCOUNT NAME: ST NICHOLAS FOUNDATION  
ACCOUNT NO: 68619324 
SORT CODE: 51-50-14 

 

USD ACCOUNT 
ACCOUNT NO: TSSHST-USDC 
ACCOUNT NAME: RE ST NICHOLAS FUND 
IBAN: GB75RB0S16630000370278 
IBAN BIC: RBOSGB2L 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ETAF3LsVJb2vyepN_qOMtdeTpwrizLkM/view?usp=sharing

